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Group Art Unit: Unknown 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF FILING OR 
BEFORE MAILING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION 
(37 CFR L97(b)) 

US Patent and Trademark Office 
Box Patent Application 
P.O. Box 2327 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to Section 707.05(b) of the MPEP and 37 CFR 1.97-1 .99, a copy is herewith submitted (attached 
to form PTO-1449, Rev. 7-80) of prior art which is considered to be pertinent to the invention as claimed in the 
above-identified application. 

It is requested that the Examiner fully consider the art cited, initial the leftmost column of the attached PTO 
Form 1449 adjacent each cited reference, and return a copy of the Form 1449 for applicants' records. It is further 
requested that the art be cited on the cover of any patent issuing from the subject application. 

The citation of the above references should not be construed as a representation that an exhaustive search 
has been made, or that other, more pertinent art is not available. Nor does this statement constitute an admission by 
applicant or applicants' attorney that the information provided herein is necessarily prior art to applicants* invention. 
Moreover, applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over any of the listed 
documents should they be applied there-against as references. 

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
date of the application or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, whichever occurs last. 37 
CFR 1.97(b). 



EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that the above paper/fee is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
service under 37 CFR L 10 on the date indicated below and is addressed 
to the US Patent and Trademark Office, Arlington, VA 22202. 



Date of [)eposit: 



3/5/2002 



Person mailing paper/fee: Caria R. Alibcrti 

Signature: ^^^:vUc i ^ O Xthf ^ h 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Richai(iM. Goldman, Reg.No. 25,585 
IBM Corp, Intellectual Property Law 
555 Bailey Avenue, J46/G4 
San Jose, C A 95141 
Telephone: (408)463-5891 
Fax: (408)463-4827 
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EXAMINER: 


Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant (s). 



